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Efter att dartill ha erhallit upprepade inbjudningar foretog
jag nod beski ckni ngschefens tillstand den 25. dennes en resa
till hogkvarteret. Farden foretogs nattetid, tagen insattas
nunera pa grund av faran fran luften icke pa | angre strackor
under dagarna. Vid ankonsten till X [S:t Mchel], som skedde
tidigt pAd norgonen, nmittes jag av en officer fran
hégkvarteret. Under de forsta timmarna av nmn vistel se
staden fick jag tillféalle att bese de fo6rodel ser, som det
ryska bonmbanfallet for tre veckor sedan anstéallt. Ett
sextiotal hus hade forstorts av m nbonber eller genom

el dsvador orsakade av brandbonber. | stadens central are del ar
saknade s& gott somvarje kvarter nagot hus. Det nmérkliga var
att incidenterna blivit sa& begransade. Sa stod t ex nere vid
stationen det hotell, dar faltmarskal k Mannerhei m haft sin
bostad full komigt orort, nmedan grannhuset pa ena sidan endast
hade skorstenarna kvar och av huset mtt enot endast de nakna
yttervaggarna aterstodo. Knappa 20 mfran det nyssnammda
hotel | et hade en 150 kg bonb slagit ned i tradgarden och
astadkomnmit en grop av onkring 10 m bredd sant vrakt onkul
ett par stora trad, nen icke astadkommit ytterligare skador
Det begransade onrade dar huvuddel en av hoégkvarterets

vi kti gare avdel ningar varit placerade, hade icke skadats av
bonbanf al | en.

Senare pa form ddagen avreste vi i bil till hogkvarteret,
varvid vi pa vagen upprepade ganger hejdades av civil kl adda
kri gspoliser, somfordrads uppvi sanande av frontpass av
santliga trafikanter, aven unifornskl adda officerare. Efter en
hal vti nmes féard naddes Overbef &l havarens nya kvarter, som var
inrynt i ett fol khogskol ekonpl ex nmed ongi vande gardar. Sedan
jag haft en konferens ned chefen fo6r hogkvarterets

utri kesavdel ni ng, o6verste Mel ander, under en timres tid,
varvid jag aven fick tillfalle till tio mnuters santal ned
gener al st abschefen, fick jag foretrade hos overbef @l havar en,
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fal t mar skal k Manner hei m

Han var som vanligt nycket sam ad och &l skvard och forde
ganska snart in santalet pa frivilligkaren och dess betydel se
for Finlands strid. Hans f n storsta bekynmer vore, sade

falt marskal ken, att den finska truppen trots sina storartade
i nsatser, sin seghet och sin kanpvilja dock till sist skulle
bli utsliten och f& sitt stridsvarde nedsatt. Truppen kunde
icke ligga i falt i mAnader under sa svara forhall anden, som
de radande utan annan avspanning an att da och da stallas
reserv. Mjligheterna att avl 6sa trupperna i franre |linjen
voro an sa | ange nycket smi. FoOrfogade han endast Over
ytterliga tva operativa enheter av sanma storl eksordni ng som
den Linderska, d v s dver 20000 utbil dade och val bevapnade nén

till, skulle laget bli ett helt annat. Det hade visserligen
kommit anmél ningar fran alla varldens hérn fran man, som
Onskade anstéallning somfrivilliga i den finska haren, nen

hel st ville han ha skandi naver. De voro vana vid klimatet,
utbil dade i terrang somliknade den finska. ldrotten och
friluftslivet hade givit den nordi ska ungdonen all del es
sarskil da egenskaper, som andra nationers ynglingar saknade.
Till slut det viktigaste skalet: de skandi naver, som konma
over skulle alla kanna, att de kanpade for ett mél som de hade
genensant ned Finland: Nordens frihet och oberoende.

Fal t mar skal ken framholl i fortsattningen med sarskild betoning
och nmed stegrad varne i rosten, att hela Finland varnt
uppskattade vad Sverige de gangna manaderna gjort for |andet.
Den frivilligskar, han nyss namt, den vardefulla standi gt
pagaende hj al pen nmed krigsmaterial redan fran beredskapens
bérjan, vilken varit utonordentligt betydel sefull for det
finska forsvaret, den storartade insamingen av 62 mljoner
kronor, somgjorts av den svenska industrin och som nu
forstarktes av andra frivilliga sanmmanskott pa over tiotal et
m|joner, det svenska samhal | ets sarskilt arbetarkl assens
spontana synpatier - allt detta skulle finska folket aldrig

gl 6nma. Det storsta vardet satte man, det ville han utan

bi avsi kt er ha sagt, dock pa den personliga insats av norali skt
och mlitart varde, somde svenska frivilliga gjorde.

Fal t mar skal ken forde s& santalet in pa det allnminna | &get. Han
hoppades, att den utrikespolitiska konstell ationen icke

best andi gt skulle vara for Finland sa ogynnsam som den varit
de senaste manaderna, ned Sovjet-Ryssland bokstavligen
frispelat i Ostersjodonradet. En aktivisering av kriget pa
vastfronten hoéll han icke for otrolig, nen bedbnde personligen
Tyskl ands utsi kter att pa kort tid kunna invadera Hol | and
sasomratt tvivel aktiga. Mtsattningen nellan Hitler -

Ri bbentrop & den ena och den tyska nmilitara | edningen & andra
sidan fick man enligt hans nening icke tillmata alltfor stor
bet ydel se som fredsfaktor - man fo6rbisage | at, nmenade han,
detta sammanhang det national soci alistiska partiets allt
storre makt och betydelse inomtredje riket. Skulle kriget



mel | an Tyskl and - vastnmakterna den narmaste tiden verkligen
trada in i ett intensivare skede, kunde darur visserligen
uppkomma en forandring i Finlands | 4ge, nen santidigt skulle
ndj | i gheterna att erhalla vapenl everanser fran vast nakterna
forsvaras, ett forhallande sominnebure en allvarlig ol &genhet
for Finland. Huru som hel st, i den nuvarande situationen stode
Finland sig gott. Handel serna utveckl ade sig gynnsant pa alla
fronter. Men man nmaste aven sorja for frantiden. FOr honom
personligen hade den ryska truppens ringa stridsvarde varit en
overraskni ng, dan finske sol datens storartade krigaregenskaper
och frivilligt givna insats for fosterlandet var ater for
honom en sté&andig anledning till gl &dje och uppskattning.

Efter santal et, somvarade onkring 45 mnuter, inbj6ds jag att
deltaga i faltmarskal kens |unch, som dgde rum en hal vti mme
senare.

| lunchen deltogo i ovrigt forutom general stabschefen
general | 6j tnant Qesch, adjutanten nmajor G onvall och

privat sekreteraren, major Gipenberg - faltmarskal kens vanliga
ongi vning - general majoren i reserven Kekoni och 6verste

Mel ander som sérskilt inbjudna.

Fal t mar skal ken gj orde under mtt besdk ett synnerligen vitalt
intryck. Vid de tillfallen jag konmt i berdoring nmed honom
under tiden narmast foére och under beredskapen hade han verkat
tyngd av ansvaret och | dgets ovisshet. Nu forefd6ll han narnmast
som befriad fran ett tryck, de gangna manadernas arbete och
ansvar hade endast gjort honom yngre. Under |unchen var han
vid synnerligen gott |ynne, sk&ntade nmed ongi vni ngen, | edde
hel a ti den konversationen och berattade |ustiga historier.

Av personalen i hogkvarteret fick jag dessa m na iakttagel ser
betraf fande fal t marskal kens andliga och fysiska vigor

bekr aft ade. Det sades, att faltnmarskal ken bérjade sin

ar bet sdag redan kl 7 pa norgonen och ofta satt uppe vid sitt
arbetsbord till sent pa kvallen. Han foretog varje dag en

| angre pronenad ute, nmen hade darenot pa grund av den starka
kol den fatt avstd fran sina ridturer. Intet skilde hans
livsforing fran det regel bundna, spartanska liv, som
hégkvarteret i ovrigt forde.

Under det haftiga bonbardenmanget av X hade falt marskal ken,
trots ongi vni ngens entragna uppmani ngar, vagrat att | &ama

st aden. Endast en nening var inom hogkvarteret radande ro6rande
fal t mar skal kens utonordentliga betydel se for det kanmpande

Fi nl and. Han ansags i nuvarande situation nastan oersattlig.
De officerare jag traffade gavo ocksa allvarliga uttryck for
si na bekymer om fal t mar skal kens personliga sékerhet. Sjalv
vagrade han att vidtaga nagra sarskilda atgarder for densanmm.
Ut anf 6r hans bostad stodo endast tva finl andska sol dater i
stora vargski nnspal sar pa post, det enda tecknet pa att

over bef al havaren for Finl ands krigsmakt befann sig pa denna



pl at s.

Vad forl oppet i oOvrigt av mtt besdk betraffar, &agnades
ef t ermi ddagen den 26. sant den 27. at inforskaffandet av
orientering hos vissa hdgkvartersnyndi gheter, varomjag i
annat sammanhang skall ytterligare inberatta.

Hel si ngfors den 29. januari 1940.
[undert./ C. Kenpff.
Overstel 6jtnant och mlitéarattaché.

Killa: Sveriges riksarkiv. Utrikesdepartementets 1920 &rs dossiersystem: HP02
Militédrattachérapporter, Af Finland, 1940, jan.-mars, XXIII, 141.
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Stig Sahlin.
To the State Councillor and the Head of Royal Defence
Mnistry.
After having received nultiple invitations, | started a trip

to the HQ as agreed with the |l egation chief on the 25th of
this nonth. The trip was nmade by night, as it now arranged
because of aerial hazards on | onger distances. At arrival at X
[ M kkeli], which took place early in the norning, | was net by
an officer fromthe HQ

During the first hours of ny stay in the city, | had an
opportunity to witness the devastation inflicted by the
Russi an bonbing raid three weeks ago. About sixty houses had
been destroyed by m ne bonbs or by fires caused by firebonbs.
In the central parts of the city, alnost every block |acked a
house. The strange thing was that the incidents had becone so
limted. For exanple, down at the station stood the hotel,
where Field Marshal Mannerhei m had his hone conpletely

unt ouched, while the nei ghboring house on one side only had
the chimeys left and of the house opposite only the bare
outer walls remained. Barely 20 mfromthe hotel just
mentioned, a 150 kg bonb had expl oded in the garden and caused
a pit about 10 mw de and knocked down a couple of |arge
trees, but did not cause further damage. The restricted area
where nost of the headquarters' major divisions were |ocated
had not been damaged by the bonbi ngs.

Later in the norning, we left by car for the headquarters,
wher eupon we were repeatedly stopped on the way by

pl ainclothes mlitary police, who required a front pass to be
presented by all road users, including uniformed officers.
After a half-hour drive, the commander-in-chief's new quarter
was reached, which was housed in a fol k high school conplex

wi th surroundi ng country houses. After having a conference
with the head of the headquarters' foreign affairs departnent,
Col onel Mel ander, for an hour, during which I also had the
opportunity for a ten-mnute conversation with the Chief of



the General Staff, | was received by the Commander-i n- Chi ef,
Fi el d Marshal Mannerhei m

As usual, he was nmastered the situation in a | ovable way and
rat her soon focused the conversation to the volunteer corps
and their significance for Finland's battle. H's current
greatest concern would be, said the field marshal, that the

Fi nni sh troops, despite their great efforts, their toughness
and their will to fight, would eventually be worn out and have
t heir conbat val ue reduced. The troop could not stay in the
field for nonths under such difficult conditions as the
prevailing ones w thout any other relaxation than to be put in
reserve fromtime to tinme. The chances of replacing the troops
inthe front line would be so far very small. If he had only
two nore operational units of the same size as the Linder
troops, ie nore than 20,000 trained and well-armed nen, the
situation would be completely different. Al though there had
been reports fromall corners of the world from nmen who want ed
enlistnment as volunteers in the Finnish arnmy, he preferred
Scandi navi ans. They were used to the climate, trained in
terrain simlar to the Finnish. Sports and outdoor life had

gi ven the Nordic youth very special qualities, which the young
peopl e of other nations |acked. Finally, the nost inportant
reason: the Scandi navi ans who cone over would all feel that
they were fighting for a goal they had in common with Finland:
Nor di ¢ freedom and i ndependence.

The field nmarshal went on to point out, with special enphasis
and increasing warnth in his voice, that the whole of Finland
warmy appreci ated what Sweden had done for the country in
recent nonths. The voluntary corps, he just nmentioned, the

val uabl e ongoi ng assi stance with war material right fromthe
begi nning of the contingency, which has been extrenely

i mportant for the Finnish defense, the magnificent collected
sumof 62 mllion crowns, raised by the Swedish industry and
whi ch is now strengthened by ot her voluntary associations to
over tens of mllions, the spontaneous synpathies of Swedish
society, especially the working class - all this the Finnish
peopl e woul d never forget. The greatest of contributions were,
he wanted to say w thout side intentions, however, in the
personal noral and mlitary values that the Swedi sh volunteers
br ought .

The field marshal then brought the conversation into the
general situation. He hoped that the foreign policy
constellation would not be as unfavorable to Finland as it has
been in recent nonths, with Soviet Russia literally free-
playing in the Baltic Sea region. An activation of the war on
the Western Front he did not consider too credible, but
personal |y judged Germany's prospects of being able to invade
the Netherlands in a short tinme as rather dubious. The
opposition between Htler - Ri bbentrop on the one hand and the
German mlitary | eadership on the other hand, should not be



given, in his opinion, too nmuch inportance as a peace factor -
one easily overl ooked, he said, in this context the Nationa
Soci alist Party's growi ng power and inportance in the Third
Rei ch. Should the war between the German-\Western powers really
enter a nore intense stage in the near future, a change in
Finland's situation could arise fromthis, but at the sane
tinme the possibilities of obtaining arns supplies fromthe
West ern powers woul d beconme nore difficult, a serious

i nconveni ence for Finland. In any case, in the current
situation, Finland did well. The events devel oped favorably on
all fronts. But you also have to worry about the future. For
hi m personal Iy, the | ow conbat val ue of the Russian troops had
been a surprise, and the Finnish soldier's great warlike
qualities and voluntary contribution to the honel and were
again for hima constant cause for joy and appreciation.

Shoul d the war between the German and Western powers really
enter a nore intense phase in the near future, a change in
Finland's situation could arise fromthis, but at the sane
time the possibilities of obtaining arnms supplies fromthe
Western powers woul d be made nore difficult, a serious

i nconveni ence for Finland. In any case, in the current
situation, Finland did well. The events devel oped favorably on
all fronts. But one nmust also worry about the future. For him
personal ly, the | ow conbat val ue of the Russian troops had
been a surprise, and the Finnish soldier's great warlike
gualities and voluntary contribution to the honel and were
again for hima constant cause for joy and appreciation. After
t he conversation, which | asted about 45 mnutes, | was invited
to attend the field marshal's |unch, which took place half an
hour | ater.

After the conversation, which | asted about 45 m nutes, | was
invited to attend the field marshal's |unch, which took place
hal f an hour | ater.

In addition to the Chief of the General Staff, Lieutenant
CGeneral QCesch, Adjutant Major G onvall and the private
secretary, Major Gipenberg - the Field Marshal's usua
entourage - the Major General in the Reserve Kekoni and
Col onel Mel ander were also invited as special guests.

During ny visit, the Field Marshal nade a particularly vital

i npression. On the occasions | canme into contact with him
during the time i medi ately before and during the

prepar edness, he had seenmed burdened by the responsibility and
the uncertainty of the situation. Now he seened al nost free
frompressure, the work and responsibilities of the past
nont hs had only made hi myounger. During lunch he was in a
very good nood, joking with the surroundi ngs, constantly

| eadi ng the conversation and telling funny stories.



From t he headquarter staff, | received confirmation of ny
observations regarding the Field Marshal's spiritual and
physical vigor. It is said that the field marshal started his
working day already at 7 in the norning and often sat up at
his desk until late in the evening. He took a | onger wal k
outside every day, but had to give up his riding trips due to
the strong cold. Nothing separated his way of life fromthe
regular, spartan life that otherw se prevailed at the
headquarters.

During the fierce bonbardnment of X, the field marshal had,
despite the urgings of those around him refused to | eave the
city. Only one opinion existed wthin the headquarters, the
field marshal's extraordinary inportance to the fighting
Finland. In the present situation he was consi dered al nost
irreplaceable. The officers | net also expressed serious
concerns about the field marshal's personal safety. He hinself
refused to take any special action for it. Qutside his

resi dence, only two Finnish soldiers in |large wol fskin coats
stood at the post, the only sign that the commander-in-chi ef
of the Finnish Armed Forces was at this |ocation.

As far as the rest of ny visit is concerned, the afternoon of
the 26th and the 27th was devoted to obtaining information
fromcertain headquarters authorities, of which I shall report
further in other contexts.

Hel si nki, 29 January 1940.
/signed./ C. Kenpff.
Li eutenant Col onel and Mlitary Attaché.

Source: The Swedish State Archives. Utrikesdepartementets 1920 ars dossiersystem: HP02
Militérattachérapporter, Af Finland, 1940, jan.-mars, XXIII, 141.



