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Telegram from the Finnish Legation in Moscow to the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs, August 22, 1940

After the Aaland matter, on August 22, I presented an explanation of the SNS [Society for the
Friendship and Peace between Finland and the USSR] on the basis of documents that I had
received. Commissar Molotov listened and said that he doubted the correctness of our
information. A lengthy discussion ensued which disclosed strong suspicion toward us. When I
stated that in Finland there exists a general effort to establish good relations with the USSR,
Commissar Molotov replied that the people desire it, to be sure, but the government's attitude
is divided. It has been stated in our government circles, he claimed, that nobody who accepts
the Peace of Moscow is a Finn. I said that it is impossible that such a statement could have
been made, pointed to Prime Minister Ryti's speech, and to the fact that we have made
arrangements for all the matters that have so far come. To this M. Molotov answered that
unfortunately his contention was correct. He also claimed that we were hard at work on
defenses in Hanko and along our border, and that hatred of the USSR is spread among the
soldiers. I referred to my earlier statement concerning the duty of an independent state to look
to its defenses, and I denied the stimulation of hatred among the soldiers. M. Molotov
suggested that we are counting on some new turn, favorable to us, in the present Great War. |
told him that this was the first time I had heard that thought expressed. M. Molotov stated that
Tanner, in returning to the Elanto Co-operative, had only stepped behind the scenes. I pointed
once again to Prime Minister Ryti's speech, whereupon M. Molotov said that the Prime
Minister had side-stepped the main issue. In spite of my explanations, M. Molotov held on to
his contentions, as he has ever done.

PAASIKIVI.

Source: Finland reveals her secret documents on Soviet policy, March 1940—June 1941. Doc. nr.
26. Wilfred Funk, New York 1941.

The book is a verbatim translation of the "Blue-White Book" published by the Foreign Ministry of
Finland, 1941.
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SAHKE MOSKOVAN-LAHETYSTOLTA
ULKOASIAINMINISTERIOLLE 22.8.40.

Ahvenanmaan asian jilkeen 22 pdivina elokuuta esitin saamieni asiakirjojen pohjalla
ystavyydenseurasta selonteon. Komissaari Molotov kuunteli sanoen epiilevinsd meiddn
tietojamme. Syntyi laaja keskustelu, jossa esiintyi suuri epdluulo meitd vastaan. Kun sanoin,
ettd meilld on yleinen pyrkimys hyviin véleihin Neuvostoliiton kanssa, vastasi kom. Molotov,
ettd kansa kylla sitd tahtoo, mutta hallituksen kanta on kaksimielinen. Hallituspiireissimme on
lausuttu, ettei se ole suomalainen, joka hyviksyy Moskovan rauhan. Vastasin, ettd on
mahdotonta, ettd sellaista on lausuttu viitaten padministeri Rytin puheeseen ja ettd olemme
kaikki kysymykset jdrjestdneet, mihin hra Molotov vastasi, ettd hdnen viitteenséd on
valitettavasti tosi. Hra Molotov edellen viitti, ettd Hangon luona ja rajoillamme kovasti
varustetaan ja sotilaiden keskuudessa lietsotaan vihamielisyyttd Neuvostoliittoon, minka
johdosta viittasin entiseen lausuntooni itsendisen valtion velvollisuudesta huolehtia
puolustuksestaan ja kielsin vihan lietsomisen. Hra Molotov viittasi meidén laskevan johonkin
meille edulliseen kddnteeseen nykyisen suursodan johdosta, minkd ajatuksen sanoin ensi
kertaa kuulevani. Hin sanoi, ettd ministeri Tanner on siirtynyt vain varjoon Elantoon. Viittasin
uudestaan padministeri Rytin puheeseen, jolloin hra Molotov sanoi pddministerin kiertineen
padasian. Han huomautti myos ystavyydenseuran rekisterdimiselle pantavan ehtoja.
Selityksistidni huolimatta hra Molotov kuten aina pysyi véitteissdin.

Paasikivi.

Ldihde: Ulkoasiainministerion julkaisuja. Suomen sinivalkoinen kirja II. Dokum. n:o 26. Helsinki
1941.



