
The best sportsmen—the best soldiers! Gunnar Höckert,. winner of the 5.000 metres at the 
Olympic Games in Berlin in 1936, fell in the fight for Finland's freedom in 1940. With, the 
inexorability and stubborness, with the glory and modesty with which these men carried 
their colours from victory to victory. they died for their standards: the world champion in 
fast skating Wasenius, the athlete Helle, the gymnast Uosikkinen, who took part in the 
Olympic Games, the wrestler Nykänen, the footballer Rinne. the javelin-thrower Mikkola, the 
ski-jumper Vierto,  the long distance runner Jalkanen  and  Tolamo, the athlete and long-jumper.

FINNISH
SPORTSMEN
Ev ery o n e  w h o  ad m ires  h u m an  g rea t

n ess  an d  h e ro ism  m u st  re sp ec t   th e  
l i t t le  co u n try  o f  F in lan d  w h o  is   d e 
fen d in g  h e rse lf  ag a in s t  a  g ian t  o f  v as t ly  
su p e r io r  s t ren g th .  A  p eo p le  h ard en ed  
b y  to i l  an d  a  s tru g g le  fo r  f reed o m  th a t  
h as  la s ted  cen tu r ies  is  en g ag ed  in  th e  
d ec is iv e  co n f l ic t .  N ev er  m o re  sh a l l  an  
en em y  se t  fo o t  o n  C are l ian  so i l .  "T h is  
lan d  is  p o o r  an d  ev e r  rem ain s  p o o r  
fo r  h im  w h o  lo n g s  fo r  g o ld ;  b u t  w e  
lo v e  h e r  lo y a l ly  an d  tru e :  fo r  u s ,  in  sp i te  
o f  ro ck s  an d  b a rren  ea r th ,  sh e  is  a s  
r ich  a s  g o ld ,  a re  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  
n a t io n a l  an th em . T h e  F in n s  sacr if ice  
th e ir  l iv es  fo r  h e r ,  th e  m en  in  th e  f ro n t  
line ,  th e  w o m en  c lo se  b eh in d ,   th ey  
su ffe r  h u n g er  fo r  h e r  w ith o u t   a   m u rm u r

an d  d ie  fo r  h e r  p ro u d ly .  T h e  h e a r ts  
o f  th e  p e o p le  b ea t  a s  o n e .  T h ey  a re  
h ea r ts  s tee led  b y  sp o r t  I t  i s  a  fac t  th a t  
th is  n a t io n  h as  n o t  p rac t is ed  sp o r t  in  v a in  
an d  th a t  th e  e f fo r t  o n ce  p u t  fo r th  o n  th e  
t rac k  is  n o w  m ad e  in  th e  se rv ic e  o f  
th e ir  co u n t ry :  F in la n d ’s  b e s t  sp o r ts 
m e n  a re  h e r  b e s t  so ld ie r s .  W i th  n a rro w 
ed  b lu e  e y es  in  th e  an g u la r  fa ce s  th a t  
se em  fo rg ed  o f  s te e l  th e y  fac e  th e i r  
en e m y ,  th e se  m e n  t ra in ed  in  a l l  fe a ts  
o f  s t re n g th  a n d  a cc u s to m e d  to  ev e ry  
p r iv a t io n  c a r ry  th e ir  g u n s  an d  th e ir  
h ea v y  a rm s  w ith  e q u a l  a s su ra n ce .  T h is  
sm a l l  n a t io n  h a s  m ad e  g rea t  sa c r i f ice s  
an d  s t i l l  g re a te r  a re  to  co m e ,  b u t  p e ac e  
an d  u n ta rn ish ed  h o n o u r  w i l l  b e  th e  
g a l lan t  f ig h te r 's  re w a rd .  Carl  Diem

Esta Seesta, lieutenant on the Carelian 
front, a famous gymnast and member 
of all national teams during recent years. 
He   took  part  in  the  Olympic   Games

Taisto Mäki. He has maintained the legendary fame of Nurmi from whom he inherited 
everything, style, hardiness, tenacity and mode of life. He held the world records for 
the 5.000 metres  and  10.000 metres.   At  present he is serving as  a runner  at  the  front

Sten Suvio, welter-weight champion at
the   Olympic    Games   in 1936.   He    was
badly   wounded   and   is   still    in hospital 
but   he   intends   to   go  to   the front again



Sulo Nurmela ,  t h e  great ski c h a m - 
pion, founder of the Finnish long dis- 
tance style. fought all during winter 
on the frozen Gulf of Finland. In for- 
ced marches the ambulance N. C. O. 

used to bring back the wounded.

Matti Järvinen, the incomparable javelin-thrower. 
His world record of 77.23 m. is unforgrettable. Once the 
inspiring leader of Finland's youth, he now leads 
his company as lieutenant on the Carelian front.

Paavo Nurmi  once ruled the cinder tracks of the whole  world as sprinter and long distance runner 
This  man,   who    made   an   epic   of   running    and   ran    from   record   to    record,   later   became   a   teacher   a t     the
Vierumäki sport school and is now a trainer and sergeant-major in the infantry. The young soldiers between 12 
and   17   who   serve   as   runners   and   orderlies   at   the  front  are   instructed    by   him   in   the   secrets   of  s oldiering.

Matti Mikkola  among his comrades (right). A pupil of Järvinen, he was the best of the younger 
generation of javelin-throwers. From his earliest youth he had been an enthusiastic airman. On 3. 11. 41 
the Finnish military communiqué annouced: “N. C. O. Mikkola has not returned to his base."

PK. Photographs:
Front Correspondent Arthur Grim.


